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Abstract

The purposes of this survey were 1o explore the current
situation relating to the production of children’s books by publishers,
the level of sales by book retailers, and the reading habits, preferences
and requirements of both schoolchildren and parents.  Additionally
the survey sought to ascertain the efficacy of current policy regarding
children’s books production and to support and encourage reading
activities in schools.  Using questionnaires as an instrument, such
were returned from 28 publishers, 6,981 schoolchildren grade 1-6,
6,524 parents, 35 schools, 129 book retailers, and personal interviews
were undertaken with 4 policy makers.

The results were as follows :

1. Supplementary readers were the type of books most published
by publishers. Other types of books published in significant
numbers in average per year were general knowledge books,
illustrated books and biographies.

2. Borrowing seemed to be the means to obtain books for reading
used most by studemis.  The preferred genres were illustrated
books. followed by comics.

3. The preferred reading of parents were general books and news-
papers, They also encouraged their children 10 read over and

above textbooks,



q

4. The great majority of school libraries contained general know-
ledge and illustrated books the most, those of which had been
distributed by the Ministry of Education, and had been bought
using full governmental subsidy.

5. Book retailers appeared to sell more books during school holidays.
The method of sale promotion they practised most was arranging
special book stands.

6. The existing policy on book development concentrated on the
development of all types of books. The implementation of policy
could be seen to be successful to some degree. However obstacles
existed, such hindrances as a generalised lack of disposable
income, the expense of books and the fact and perception of the
low honorarium of writers, these factors resulting in a low level
of purchasing. It is expected that reading encouragement could
address these obstacles, as the intrinsic worth of books is recognised
demand should rise; commensurately competition and a demand
for supply should alleviate the often impecunious position of

writers
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