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How to Make Thai Children Like Reading

Books are Friends
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|
Swasamon Jaidee 9 Nov.2012

Every year my parents take me back to their hometown in the
west of Thailand. We go to several schools to give story books and tell
fables to kids. The more school | have visited, the more children | have
known. The kids in remote area rarely read, they hardly know Aesop’s
stories, and almost all of their parents are separated. My mom always
says that “today kids will grow up to be new hope who will weave the
dreams of “bright future”. Certainly they will be a part of the future just
like me, but how they could create “the bright future” without reading

any books and being guided by the right person.
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To create the bright future, | follow my dream with hope. | dream
to be a biological writer in the future. | will study animal’s languages
and learn to communicate with them. | would like to be a real
Dr Doolittle. | will create a story book called “Interview with the nature”.
| will discover the secret part of them and find out how they could
survive in this global warming world. | will learn to survive among them.
| would also like to discuss the way to share the resource with them. |
will turn this fact into an interesting story for children. | have been doing
story-teller activities with my family since | was 6 years old. From now

on, | will also draw and write them down. | would like all kids to enjoy

” ! =

reading my books.
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| am quite sure that, with my story, science knowledge won’t be
boring for the children and they will enjoy learning the way to live in
peace with nature. | have so many exciting stories in my mind. Every
time | do story-teller, | will keep telling them about the wonderful world
that we could travel around in one day by reading books. | believe that
reading is the fundamental of thinking process. | will encourage them to
read more and more. | would cut down the end of story and let them

imagine to find out the whole fantastic story by themselves. | hope my

book will be beneficial in their lives.
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Now, | am almost 12 years old. | have learnt more about meaning
of “future”. Future will always follow the Present not within a year or a
month later but every second counts. Today, | am happy to tell story of
what | have read to children in remote areas and | will continue telling
them more stories about how important they are to this world and
how amazing the life is. | won’t forget to explain the topic “the earth
is not ended as long as we are generous and learn to share to others”.
| want to create a bright future together with my decent friends in this

awesome world.

Swasamon Jaidee (Age 1)

Panyarat High School, Nonthaburi

uanwTIedinte Usean Children’s Category
International Essay Contest for Young People (2012)
dlaw The Goi Peace Foundation uae UNESCO
Watednrsumsuteda Ae “Creating the Future We Want”
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It opens the new world | live.

It offers various ways of life | receive.
It takes me to wonderful globalization.
It brings me bright and clear imagination.

It elicits creative thinking.

It builds a strong base of learning.
It creates love, beauty, and purity of mind.
That is related to all mankind.

So | have found a great thing.

Let’s open our heart to the world of reading.

Lalta Khongthum

Saothongwittaya School §

Nakhon Si Thammarat Province:

editor : W39 wedandie wae John Viano:
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How to Make Thai Children Like Reading

You might think that reading is boring and you may choose not
to read in spite of the fact that it is not. Reading is sensible and fun, so
we should emphasize the importance of reading by beginning to read
something which relates to our daily lives. We can also set reading goals
and try to achieve them.

To promote the importance of reading, Thai children should
start by reading everything around them because it is convenient and
will consume less time. They can read signs on the road, brochures, or
even advertisement boards on the way to school. Moreover, they can
start reading books or magazines they are interested in. For example, if
they like to cook, they can read cookbooks. Therefore, it can be seen
from the above example that reading gives a lot of knowledge to us.

When we know that reading is good and useful, we should set
clear reading objectives for ourselves, for example, how many books to
read each day, or how many hours to spend reading each day. With clear
goals, we can improve our reading habits by becoming accustomed to
reading little by little. If we are new to reading, it will be difficult at first.
But finally, reading will be a piece of cake for us.

In conclusion, we can improve ourselves and get used to reading
by trying to read easy words around us and by trying to read everyday.
This will eventually enhance our desire to be good readers for sure.

Natchaya Sangbudda
Nakara Wongsanit
M5 GSatiwatrakang School
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How often do you read? How long have you known your friends?
| think reading not only makes readers have broader understanding,
but it also fosters imagination. Some people obtain great success from
reading. “The more you read, the more you get”.

Books are our friends that give us inspiration. When you want
to find an aim for your life, you can pick up some books to give you
inspiration. To be a good writer, it is necessary for you to read a variety
of books to get information. For example, J.K. Rowling is a writer who
succeeded as a reader. She wrote the popular Harry Potter series. Then
it was made into a movie and was translated into other many languages.
J.K. Rowling gave an interview to a journalist. She comes from a family
of writers - that is why she reads a lot and gets inspiration from books.

Books are our friends who open up the world to us. They are
resources for reading and can be found in schools, libraries, the internet,
e-learning sites, and book stores. Each resource provides many kinds
of books. You can feel free to choose the best ones for your purposes.
For example, if we read travel memoirs, we will know about different
cultures, traditions, costumes, languages, people, food, religions, and
famous places in each country. You can sit at home and yet go abroad
through reading, for instance, the travel books written by Her Royal
Highness Princess Sirindhorn. She always takes a notebook and a pen
when travelling abroad. She jots down her experiences in it and she
collects information for her books. As a result, Thai people can learn a
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lot through Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn’s experiences. She
tells stories in her books. This is one way books can open up our world.

Books are our friends who teach us moral lessons on how to live
our lives. Morality is important in keeping society going. Many people try
to find a way to teach morals and some people choose to write a book
or a tale. An example of this is Aesop. He wrote many stories. One of his
most famous tales is The Tortoise and the Hare. The moral we get from
reading this story is don’t be careless and don’t be too confident. It is
practical and can be applied to our daily lives.

From the examples mentioned above, books really are our good
friends who give us a lot of advantages. So why wait? Let’s start reading!
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Books really are our best friends.
I They provide us knowledge with no end. I
They develop and brighten our brain.
I They are treasure which we gain. I
I They fulfill our feelings and sense. I

Books really are our best friends.
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Scene: last day at school

Fern:
Nook:

Fern:

Nook:

Fern:

Nook:

Fern:

1,
~

Hi Nook, How are you today?
I'm okay but I'm worried
about this summer. | don’t
have any plans and I'm
going to be so bored.

Really? Actually, I'll be

involved in one interesting

activity this summer. Are you interested?

Wonderfull What’s that activity?

It is a reading and writing camp. This camp is for those who love
to read and write and those who don’t. You shouldn’t be afraid of
getting bored even though you don’t like books because there are
many activities to encourage you to read and write. You can also
relax there. You wouldn’t feel like it’s work at all.

Is that really possible? | don’t believe it!

Yes, it is. I'll give you some examples. At the camp, we will have
an opportunity to visit the Anantasamakom Throne Hall, which
exhibits many beautiful crafts and handmade products. Mostly
they are exceptional works of farmers patronized by Her Majesty
the Queen. This field trip will expand our understanding of Thai

culture and at the same time provides us an opportunity to read

.“!A:
®o&
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and write. To learn how each product is made, we have to read the
posted information thoroughly and take notes.

Nook: Wow! This camp is really something. In this camp, we will get
valuable experience and have more motivation to read. | want to
participate in this camp already. Can I?

Fern: Sure! From now on, reading is not a boring thing for us anymore.
Let’s go apply for the camp together.

Nook: Yes! Let’s go!

Kanchanaporn Inkoksoong

M4 Student

Bunluawittayanusorn School

editor : W3 wewanItw usz John Viano
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