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Why Pythons Don’t Have Poison

A long time ago
Python was the king of the jungle.

He was the only one who had poison.

Other snakes were jealous
because they had no poison.

One day a snakc came to Python and said,
“I don’t think you have any poison.

You can't kill anyone.”



Now Python didn’t like that.

So he said,
“Do you want to make a bet about it?"

“What do you want to bet?”
asked the snake.

“"I'm going to bite the next man
that comes by and he's going to die,”
said Python.



“So if he doesn't die, what do T get?”
asked the snake.

Python said,
“TN spit all my poison out.

I won't be the king of the jungle.
I won't bite anyone ecver again.”
Soon a man came walking by.

Python bit him and he fell down dead.



The snake went to get a close look.

He didn't know that there was a crab
in the man’s pockel.

The crab was moving.
“Sec, see, the man was not dead!

You lose, Python,” cried the snake.



So Python spat all of his poison out
right then.

All of the other snakes
and some other animals
came and atc Python’s poison.

Then they became dangerous.

Since then pythons have no poison
and ncver bite people any more.



Hansel and Gretel

Once upon a time
there was a little boy named Hansel
and a little girl named Gretel.

They lived with their father and mother.

One day Hansel and Gretel wenl
walking in the forest.

"Oh! We can't [ind our way home,”
said Gretel.

They got lost.



“Oh! Gretel, look at that house.

It's so beautiful,” said Hansel.
“Let’s go and see,” said Gretel
So they went to the house.
Gretel said, “Look! Look!

The house is made ol biscuits,

Take them, Hansel.”



Just then an old woman opened the door.

“Hello,” she said,
“Do you like my housc?

Go ahead. Eat some more.
You look hungry.

Come on, come into my house
and take a rest, my dears.”

Then the old woman took them inside.



She locked Hansel in a cage and said,
“Foolish children, I'm a wilch.

Now you must be in this cage.
I'm going to eat you when you get fat.’
The witch made Gretel work hard.
“I'l eat you later,” she said.

Hanscl and Gretel werc very sad.



One day
while the wilch was cooking,
Gretel pushed her into the fire.

That was the end of the witch.
Hansel and Gretel went home.

They were very happy,
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The Two Stars

A long ume ago
there was an angel.

She loved to weave thread and fabric.

She gave the fabric to poor people.

[



Indra, King of the heavens, saw this angel.

He wanted 10 make her happy.

One day Indra said,
“I's time for you 10 get married.”

So the angel looked for a prince
in heaven.

Bul there was no one she loved.

12



So she came down to the earth.

There, she heard some beautiful music.
It was a cowherd playing his flute.
She loved his music very much.

She fell in love with him.

Indra was very happy.

He married the two lovers.

13



Now the angel was busy
with her new life.

She didn't weave any more fabric.

Indra sent a crow

o tell the angel and her love
that they could only meel
once every seven days.

But the crow made a mistake.

14



lle told them
they could only meet once a yecar.

The angel and her husband
were very sad.

So Indra tumed the angel and her love
into two stars.

These two stars meet in the sky
oncc a year.



The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Once upon a time
there was a boy named Peter.

He was a shepherd.
Every day he had to watch his sheep.
It was no fun at all

One day he decided to play a joke.
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He went screaming to the village,
“A wolft A wolfl A wolf is cating the sheep.

Come quick!”

The villagers came running to kill the wolf,

But there was no wolf.

"Hal Ha! Ha!™ Peter laughed.

The villagers were very angry.
They said, “No more jokes, Peter.”

Then they went home.

17



Peter watched his sheep.

It was no fun at all

So onc day he decided to play
the joke again.

He went scrcaming to thc village,
A wolf! A wolf! A wolf i1s eating the sheep.

Come quick!”
The villagers came running (o kill the wolt.

But there was no wolf.

18



“"Ha! Ha! Ha!™ Peter laughed.

The villagers were very angry.

They said, “No more jokes, Peter.”
Then they went home.

Peter went back to watch his sheep.
Then he heard a noisc.

It was a wolf, a real wolf

It was going 10 eat a shcep.

19



Peter yelled and yelled and yelled,
“Help! Help! Help! A wolfl”

But no one came.

The wolf ate the sheep.

Peter went running to the village.

“Why didn’'t you come?" Peter asked.
“No morc jokes, Peter,” said the villagers.
Peter was very sad.

He decided not to play jokes ever again.

20



The Singer and the Golok Bird

A long time ago
in a village ncar a forest,
there was a beautiful bird.

Its name was Golok.

The Golok bird sang the sweetest songs
of all the birds.

Everyone loved to listen
to the bird’s songs.

21



There was a beautiful girl
who loved the bird’s songs very much.

One day she went to live in the forest
with the Golok bird.

And its songs filled her heart with love.

Day after day
she sang along with the Golok bird.

22



One day a prince came by
and saw the beautiful girl.

Ile fell in love with her.

He said,
"Oh, beautiful girl, will you marry me?”

“Oh, no,” she said,
"l cant marry you.”

23



“I'll give you gold and silver
and make you a princess.

Pleasc say yes,” begged the pnnce.
“I'm sorry,” said the girl

"l can’t leave this Golok bird.

I love its songs so much.”

The prince became angry.

He killed the Golok bird.

24



But all was not losL

She could sing all the bird's songs.

She taught other girls in the village
to sing the bird’s songs.

Today you can still hear the songs
of the Golok bird in this village.

25



Jack and the Beanstalk

Once upon a time
there was a very poor boy.

His name was Jack.
He lived with his mother.

One day his mother sent him ofl to
the market to sell the last cow.

26



Jack sold his Jast cow
for some magic beans.

When Jack showed the magic beans
to his mother, she was very angry.

She threw them away.
Jack was very sad.

In the mddle of the night,
the beans grew up and up
and up into the sky

27



until they touched the clouds.

In the morning, Jack saw the beanstalk.
He climbed up 1it.

Up, up, up he climbed.

When he got to the top, he saw a castle.

In thc castle,
Jack saw a giant sleeping in a chair.

On the table, Jack saw a hen and a harp.

28



Jack tried playing the harp.

The music made the hen
lay golden eggs.

Suddenly an angel appeared and said to Jack,

“The hen and the harp
were stolen from your father.

Take them back, Jack.”

Jack was so happy.

29



He t(ook them and ran away.

But the giant woke up and saw Jack.
“Who are you? Stop!

Give me back my hen and my harp,”
yvelled the giant.

But Jack did not stop.
He ran o the beanstalk and climbed down.

Down, down, down he chimbed.

30



The giant came right alter him.

“Mother!” Jack called.

"Mother! An axe! An axe! Quick! Quick!”
Jack chopped the beanstalk down.

Down, down, down the giant [ell.

He hit the ground with a big bang.
Jack was safe.

Since then, Jack and his mother lived happily.
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The Chick Stars

Long ago a poor old man and his wifc
lived in a house near the foresL.

Onc day a monk came to stay nearby.

The old man and s wife
wanted to make a merit.

“How can we make a merit?

We have nothing to offer thc monk,”
said the old man.
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“Look! We have a hen.

That is for the curry tomorrow,”
said the wife.

“That's a good idea,” the old man agreed.

The hen heard the old man
and his wife talking.

So she said to her seven chicks,
“I'm going to die very soon.”

“No, no, no,” cried the chicks.
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“Yes. children,” said the hen.

*Now listen to mc.

The old man and his wife
have been very good to us.

Now [ must repay them.

I want you to be good children
when I'm gone.

Don't fight and peck with each other.”

34



The old man lit a fire
and came for the hen.

When the seven chicks saw that
their mother was dead,

they cried,

“Mother, we can’t live without you.”

And then they threw themselves
into the fire.

35



The seven chicks' hecarts were lull
of greal love.

They then were reborn as stars,

The Chick Stars can be seen
in the night sky even now,
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The Crab, the Crocodile
and the Goose

Long ago there lived a crab
and a crocodile In a river.

They were very good friends.

They helped each other find food.
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One summer it was very hot.

The rain stopped.
Everything started to dry up.

The crocodile said,
“Friend, we can’t just swim arcund
and wait lor food.

We have to make some plans.”

“So what's your plan, friend?”

38



asked the crab.

“"You go to tell the fish that 1 am dead.
Tell them to come and see for themselves.

When they get close, ‘Snap’, I'll catch them
and we can share them together,”
said the crocodile.

The fish fell for the plan
time and timec again.

39



One day the crocodile said,
“l would like to have goose for dinner.

I've seen a goosc comc by here often.”

The crab found the goose and started to cry,
"Oh, Goose.

It's been so hot and dry lately.

The crocodile just couldn’t stand it anymore.
He was lying over there dead.

Come and see.”
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The goose stopped and thought to himself,
“Why did the crab have to tell me?”

So he made a plan.

He got closer to the crocodile and said,
“*Maybe the crocodile is just sleeping.

You know, if he dies,
his tail should point up to the sky.”
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The crocodile heard the goose.

He pointed his tail up to the sky.
"Ha! Ha! Ha!

How can a dead crocodile
hcar what T said?

How can a dead crododile move his 1ail?”
said the goose.
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The crab pulled the crocodile’s tail down
and said,
“Let it down. Let it down.”

But the crocodile’s tail fell on him
and crushed him dead.

After that the crocodile lived
alone with no f[miends.
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The Snake Beast

Once upon a time, in a far away land,
there was a Kking.

The king had a beautiful daughter.
One day she went out for a walk.
She sat down by a lake.

There was a big turtle in the lake.

The turtle scarcd her.

“Oh, what a scary turlle!”
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She ran back to the castle.

“Soldier, chase him away!” said the Kking.
So the turtle went far out in the lake.

Ile dived down
until he saw the cave of a snakc beast.

“How dare you come in here?
Il cat vou up,” said the snake beast

The t(urtle said,

45



“The king chased me away from my home.

He has a beautiful daughter,
I'll take you to her if you let me live.”

So the snake beast said.
"Show me the way.”

The turtle showed him the way
lo the king's castle.

The snake beast said to the king,
"I want to marry your daughter.”
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“No, it’s impossible,” said the king.

The snake beast then
wound himself around the city.

“Will you let your daughter marry me?”
he asked.

The king had to say yes.

Then the snake beast said to the princess,
*Come and touch me.”
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CEven she was frightened, she closed her
eyes and touched the snake beasl.

Suddenly, the snake beast turned into
a handsome prince.

“Thank you very much for vyour help.
A witch put a spell on me.

Now I'm safe.”
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The prince and the princess got married.

The turtle was allowed to be back
al his home in the lake again.
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The Mouse, the Frog
and the Hawk

One day a mouse went out
looking for some food.

On the way
he met a frog by a pond.

"Come and play with me,”
said the frog.

“OK, that would be nice”
said the mouse.

So the frog and the mouse played and played.
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They soon became good friends.

One day the frog sad,
“You are so last and I'm so slow.

I can’t follow you.
So let’s tie our legs together.”
“Oh! That's a good idea.

Then we will always be together,”
said the mouse.

They got a rope and tied their legs together.
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One day the frog went to the pond.

IHe jumped into the water
and dragged the mousec behind him.

“Help! Help! I'm not a good swimmer.
I'm going to die,” said the mouse.

The mouse was soon tired of swimming
and just floated on the water.
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Now a hawk was flying over the pond
and saw (he mouse.

“Dinner!” said the hawk.

The hawk flew down and grabbed the mouse.

Then the frog was pulled along
with the mouse.

53
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