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In January, February and half of March, 1949 the Department of
Edueation of the Siamese (overnment invited Dr. Frank (. Laubach of the
Committee on World Literacy and Christian Literature of New York, to consult
and aid in the establishing of n nationwide literaoy campaign in Siam. With
Dr. Laubach were his son, Robert, and Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Gray, completing
the feam of artists and workers to expedite the work of building charts and
lessons.

Also in February, ot the invitation of the Siamese Government, a team
from UNESCO visited SBiam for observation and recommendstion regarding the
fundamental education problems of the nation. Sir John Sargent of the
British Far Fast Commission on Education, and Dr. Pedro T. Orata of UNESCO
composed this team,

This report is respectiully submitted to UNEBQO by Dr. Laubach, at
the request of Dr. Oratu.
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Teehnieal Problems leculiar to the Sinmese Alphabsat

Upon the arrival of our literacy team in Siam, January 5, we immediately
#eb to work with our gracious and cooperativa host, Mr. Boon Chuey Sombongse,
Diractor of the Adult Education Division of the Department of Eduneation, in
preporing & primer for ndalts. Mr. Boon Chuey had prepared o set of 1essons
using the direct method, teaching words ns & whole. As my experience during
the last few years has indicated the sfrength and swiftness of the phonetic
method, T suggested we attempt to combine the bast elements of both methods.

In about two week's tima we had developed a lesson book of nine lessons,
ench one in two parts. Tha first part of ench lesson utilizes the direct method,
teaching the words in very well-kuown proverbs, while the second part teaches
the latters found in those words, @md combines the letters to form new
sentences.

For example, Lesson 1 begins with s very common Biamese proverb,
"'nai nam mi pla, nai ns mi kau;"  “in the water are fish, in the fields is
rice.”  The illiterste, knowing the proverh by heart, can “read” it, and
various restatements of the proverh, once it is ropested by the teacher.

Part 2 of Lesson 1 then teachns the shape of the eix consonants used
in the proverb by visusl association with objects for which ‘those consonants
are alsp the names. The four vowels used in the first proverh ure taught by
asgociating them with the shape of the face while #aying the vowels.

Then follow o page of new simple sentenves made up of combinations
of the consonants and vowels, the first real phonetic reading the illiterate does,
right in the first lesson.

As the student is tdught the shape of the letters in the first and
sugceeding lessons, he is shown how to print them, following simple instruc-
tions by the tescher.

In the first text book & total of 165 words is taught in this mauner,
using 28 consonnnts and 21 vowels, the most common letters in the total of
44 consonsnts and 82 vowels in the Siamese elphalet, Io the second book,
to be discussed later, the less comwmonly used letters are taught.



Liesson 1 page 1
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nai nam mi_pla nai na wi kau
in the water are fish in the flields is rice

. ~#8 there are fish
Wb e oy there is rice
t’.‘.ﬁ N there is rice in she field
i 2 there are fish in the water
%% in the field is water
TP o . there is rice and there are Hsh
, I fish sauce rice waber
"R et in the field nare water, rice and fish
x @ i " -!-'.'n new words
Wwi b A W i n Bk BRIE ket rie is a9) In
wowh Mo 1.\:
0 1 poge 200 Liasson 1 page 8
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Piotures :
hook rope

Consonants pronounved:

kow paw
Piotures :

tield kite
Consonanks =

naw WAW

Vowels illustrated :

horas ah ahm oa ai
Words :
maw leg throw come field
two meters donkey
monkey funny to lead referring to
& boat
law year o have
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he he leads the donkey

he gomes he has s host

he comes in the field he has fish

he heas s feld : he has fish in the boat

bhe has s donkey he throws at the fish
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Problem of Tones

The Siamese spoken langusge belongs to the great Chinese family of
Ianguages, and hence it is monosyllabic and has five tones. Following the
Chinese pattern, words must end in vowel sounds or else in the sounds:

m n ng k t n
No spoken words ¢en end with the sounds:
8 P 1 1 d gk dt bp i ch

Tt simply isn't done. The spoken language is strikingly easy and clear.

But when we come to the written language, there are as many dilficulties
as we have in English, and, as in Euglish, the tronbles ¢ome from a borro-
wed alphabet and foreign words. These difliculties arise from the use of one
of the Sanserit alphabets snd the addition of many words Lorrowed from San-
serit and Bali. The two-syllable Sanserit words are usually pronounced with
only one syllable, but are spelled ay in Sanserit.  This gives many silent
endings 85 in French. Banscrit words ending in:

8 X | f d gk dt bp,

(endings which sre forbidden in the Siamese spoken language) are pronounced
either :
n 3 or k.
For example, n borrowed word, such as the English word “‘office,” is
spelled phonetically in Siamese, *‘offis,”" but is pronounced “‘offit,”" beeanse
**s" is forbidden at the end of a word, avd so changes to *‘t."

There are many letters which sre used only in foreign words, and since
the foreign words are not known to the illiterates, these rare letters are never
found in a basic vocabulary. It was not easy to decide whether to tench these
letters fo alults or omit them in our text books., We finally decided to
teach them.

Siamess has a diffioult system of indieating tones. If I had my way
I would diseard their system of tone marks and adopt a system which would
be as simple as child’s play. But I never found any support for the idea,
and so we have done the bast wa conld to teach their diffisult tonal marks,
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It will probably intorest the reader to see the schome which 1 suggasted
'l'hm are the ﬁru hma.u on's’ mum&l soale, with the word "giw“ - “THRD

ghA_A sidsere
{ ' TN . i g sl etoged
. -53,—9_ ﬂa_“.‘ gha—~ e ul fory il
anie gha — = ' . m A Sredh

"ﬂﬂmﬂlﬂh" d.ldn.pn ;;:dr‘opfl “Mutﬂ." "riﬂing“l
These fones are muarked thus: '
T ' pe
gku gka  gka gkn gka.
There are nine lettors whose tones are indicated like the nbo\re °m=}g‘g.-
But a second olass of eleven lettors is mur;{ed like ghis:

T i
— T - ‘ H
I' ' 23 1ol (]
(none) as' 80 (none) 8A 8|
There is 8180 a third class of 24 letters, marked like this:
e | Y i \ E g . d I
10 I 1) |
— == "
\ »
’ s 5 ri 7 L 7

[} ' | = g - i

ma (nons) ma . ma (ooue) _ W

To fill in these “‘mone’" spaces, they write thus, using he lepper “th.':

=y ; ol WRLTNe . NRE
sl i o
— —n-\ J . x .-

Y SRRt TR

- T 1\

b Tl 1]
] i [ %5

) ms hma ms ma hms Aib

It is now obvious how confusing and needless this a1l s, - Moreover,.
the illiterate has no musical scale to help him undersiand,
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We encountered mugh concern as to when to teach the tones. The
illiterate, however, being thoroughly versed in his mother tongue, has no
trouble with tones once he understands s word, so I recommended that we
ignore the problem of tones emtirely until the second book. The total marka
are puk in all throughoui the first book, to mssure correct épelling, but no
effort is made to teach their significance to the student. No trouble has been
encountered from this omission with sny of the 75 studonts tanght in the
first two experimental projects.

The problem of silent letters indieating toues, splis dipthongs, and
other irregularities in the alphabet are postponed as long as possible in
teaching. The illiterate, if he is going to continue stndying of his own free
will, must find the lessons casy uni pleasant a gradually inclined plane, on
which there are no sudden steep adceunts, especially in the first book. These
irregularities, of which there are amfortunately all too many in Siamese, are
left for the second book &8 much as possible.

The Pirst Draft of the Lessons Made Ready

The committee which worked on the first draft of the primer was
composed of Mr, Boon Chuey SBombongse, his sssistant Mr. Jaroon Jam Charcen
Dr. Paul Eakin of the Presbyterian Mission, and Mr. Baranya Chairatana,
alao of the Presbyterian mission, snd who servad in the eapscity of most able
interpretor and right hand man throughout our stay in Siam. This committee
met with me daily until the primer had been prepared.

Having completed the firat draft of the primer, and put it on stencils
for mimeographing, 700 copies wers duplicated for experimental use. Also,
the entire set of lessons were made on big charts, in order to demonstrate
methods to teéaghers. The ark work of our own team was grently sided by
two artists supplied by the Department of Edueation, Mr. Tann Thirapichita
and Mr. Chui Butadsms, without whose halp the preparations for the exper—
imental project sould not have been made in such short order.

By January 20, full preparations wore made for the first literasy

project 8t Bangkhen,
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Organigzation and Publisity for the Literacy Campaign

The Department of Education is making every offort to give publicity
t0 the plans for the nation-wide literacy campeign. During our stay in Bngkok
in January, there were seversl press conferemces, snd almost deily nofices of
the progress of the work in both English and Siamese newspapers.

The government radio station offered two opportunities for telling the
nation of the coming e¢ampaign. On one oscasion 1 spoke to the English-
spenking Sismese, and on another occasion Mr. Boon Chuey interviewed me
on the rudio. There have also been numerous hrondeasts in Sismese.

Tha Department of Education is prepsring a documentary film on
literacy in Sinm, and have had a cameraman present at all events concerning
the oampaign.

The Ooverament of Siam is proudly awara of its new membership in

UNESCO, aud is emphasizing to the people the nation’s responsibility ss &
member o increase the standard of living through fundamental Education.

.&pﬁoiutmﬁntu wore made for me o visit &8 number of the prominent
officinls of the government, to enlist the aid of the various depariments.
Among thosa with whom I had an interview were:

The Premier, His Excellency Phibun Bongkram
The Foreign Minister, Prince Pridi Debpongse
President of the Upper House, Chao, Phys Bridhamatibet
President of the Lowor House, Mr. Kasem Boongri
The Minister of Educatiou, Lieutenant Colonel M. Promyodhi, has
been most geacious and cooperative throughout our stay in Siam. The Minis~

ter of Educstion and Me. Boon Chuey had planned to have two pilot projects
during our stay here, each of about two weeks' duration.

On January 20, the first of these projects began, at Bangkhen.
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The Bangkhen Pilot Vroject

January 20 - February &

The site chosen for the first pilot project is the village of Bangkhen,
14 kilometers from Bangkok, on the main rosd to Don Muang nirport. The
villagers are mostly farmers and fishermen. As the hervest season was af its
beight, unfortunately the men were occupied in the fields uniil sundown, and
could not attend the clusses, held deily from 410 6 pm. However, an sverage
of 85 women and a few young boys astended she two weeks period

The projece was lormally opensd on Janusry 20 by the Minister of
Education, who made & speech, alter which he unveiled & sign  proclaiming
the start of the literscy esmpaign. A pumber of other officials of the
Departmens of Education were present to watoh Mr. Boon Chuey teach the
elass the first lesson, from lurge coaris.

After she lesson bad been tmughi, everyone descended into the gaily
decorated school yard for tes, aud w0 wuleh the entertainment srranged lor
the openiug. More than 1,000 peoples had getnered. The fine baud of the
Boyal Air Force supplied wmusie. A sories of exbibitions of fencing, Bismese
boxing and gywnasues by the Physical Ursining Bchool entertsined the guesis
until dark, after which movies were shown on » large portable soreen.

Each weekdsy aftervoon during the subsequent two weeks the illit-
erates studied the lirst book. As this was to be a model for other villeges
to follow, we provided a tescher for eaeh student. The teachers for this

"Each One Teach One’’ class were government teachers and school inspectors
whom the Department of Education bad ealled in from all over Siam to atudy
literacy and to participate in this project. An effort was made fo have each
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teacher keep the same pupil throughout the two weeks, to make for acourate
cheoking of the student's progress, and uniformity of teaching.

The literacy class at Bungkben was part of a general fundamental
- education project. The second hour each afternoon was given fo praetiosl
lectures mnd demonsteations on various subjecs close to the needs of the
people, such as ohild care, nutrition, botter rice farming, animsl husbsndry,
chioken caponizing, sanitation, vaccination, good conduct, good eitizenship and
the like. Each afternoon a different department of the government supplied
8 lecturer. The tencher, as well as the students, listened to the lecturers,
and many ohapters of our second book were baged on these lectures.

At Bungkhen besides the illiterate slass, there were two other classes,
an intermedinte and an advanced class, somposed mostly of young men and
women. These two classes met st the same time in different classrooms,

studying sdvanced subjects, like sarithmetio, reading, and simple English
phrages. These classes had been going on nt Hungkben before we began the

literacy olasses.
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The Teachers' Tustitute

Each morning during the Bangkhen project I met with some 40 school

inspectors’ form all srens of Siam and from 100 to 200 school teachers, at
The large Tencher's Insiitute in Bangkok, called Samakayachan. These are
the men snd women who will be instrumental in starling village campaigns

all over Sinm. They were trained thoroughly in teaching the lessons, and in
the organization of Joenl campaigne. They also helped in writing the second
text book for new Jiterated.

The two and & balf hour worning periods wers divided up roughly as
fol lows: :

Demonstration of tesching each lesson, using big charts
Froparation of articles for the second text book
Lectures by Mr. Boon Chuey und myself on various subjects,
such 88 orgauizetion of campaigns, the history of literacy
campaigns, what other countries are doing, the relation of
Biam to UNESCO _
As the best text book in the worM needs proper use or it will
fail, emphasis was placed upon proper tesching. Each duy the lessun of
the day was *‘taught” befure the group, using one teacher to “‘teach™another
teacher. Each alternoon all the teschers than had an opportunity to teach
on illiterate. Unfortunately, there were not enough illiterates to go around,
but with some exchanging of places every day, every seacher had an
opportunity to teach at lesst on two or three occasions,

In a eampaign where adulth came of their own volition, they will stay
only if they are treated with courtesy and find the lessous easy. The
following principles of teaching were stressed during the practice iﬂﬂng
sessions Hﬂh-morni.ng: ;
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Follow the line in the lessons

Avoid too muoh backtracking and reputition

Go from the known to the unknown

Explain the pictures simply, buot don’t waste time

Don't move the pencil or pointer nervously around the page
Exeércise patience if the student is slow

Allow n fast student to proceed at bis own pace

Proise the student and oncoursge him
Don't frown or seold the studens

Don't ask questions the studeni canuot unswer

Don't tell the ssudent what be knows—nsk him
The courtesy aud gentle nature of the Siamese people make them
naturally excellent teachers along these lines. Many who attended this

Institute will undoubtedly be first rawe teschers in the campsigne to come.

Each morning during the Baugkhen project, the teschers at the
Iuatitute gave reports on their experiences in teaching the lessons the
previous safternocon, snd guve suggestions for chunges in the lessons. The

lessons in use at Bangkhen, it must be rumembered, were the first draft only.
They were revised where vsperience proved them to be hard. Actusl teaching
experience alone can uncover the weak points in the lessons, und the
experience of all who used the lessons was drawn upon.

Every word must be familisr to the illiterate. To assure this, no
trouble wus avoided in revising the lessons, word by word and pioture by
picture, during both of the pilot projects. As changes were recommended,
they were immedistely incorporated in the large charts, which were revised
over and over again,

The Second Text Book

The second text book for mew literstes should serve three functions:
Build up the recognition voenbulary

Increase the resding speed



Provide interesting snd vitsl information :

The teachers at the mstﬂmta were urged to be nntera, and soon
proved that they poseessed 8 wealth of talenf. We agked everyone to write

8 one-page article on & subject of his ohoice,  whieh he _thought would be
of interest and value fo new literates, The writers were uked to use only
10 new words not found u; the first hooh, end to repeat each pew word at
lengt five times on one pege, o that the word wounld ‘becomé_gn__“nld friend"’
to the student. | - _

A total of 120 srticles were handed in. These weze resd to the entire
sssembly, many by their suthors, &nd & vote wae teken on esch fto
determine if it should be ineluded in the second book. In this mamner T0
srticles were echosen for the second reader.



'l'he:_i')irl'-cfur of Adult Eduveation addressing’ihe
Teaohers” Institute in Bangkok

i‘\r. Laubach demonstrates teaching methods at '
the Tesohsrs' Institute



All the departments of the governmens which spounsored the afternoon
lectures st Bangkhen submitted scientific reports apon which our writers
dvew for & number of the articles. A ocommittee of four of the teachere
exdmined edch story for esse of roading and sufficient use of the new words
whithin the story. Then the stories were arranged in san order to provide
veriaty of subjects, and to insure that the new words should be introduced
graduslly.

Building upon the 165 words in the first book, the escond book
introdnoes not more than 10 words in ench story, so that at the completion
of the hook the student has a recognition vosabulnry of around 900 words,

As the stories were propared, illustrations for sach were drawn by the
artists, and & mimeographed sesond book prepsred o that the students of the
two pilot projests might contioue their course of atudy after the first book,
without & delay due to the luck of materials.

A list of the titles of the articles for the second reader will iodicate

their interest and assfulness for the new literates:

1. Mosquitoes are more danger — 10. Biam and UNESCO
ous than tigers 11. King Tak 8in

2. Backyard gerdens 12. Charaoteristios of & gentle—

3. We are Siamese uAD

4. A famous Biamoss king- 18. How to dress properly
King Rama Kamhang 14. Good food

6. A famous Siamese boxer- 15. Water for drinking and
Kanom Tom hathing

6+ Reeping pricea down 16. Clean toilets

7. Characteristies of lazy and ~17. Fish production
eritical men 18. Tah Sang playe polo

8. Village schools 19. Merohants

0. Educated people make the 20, The dey .

country prosperous 21, Twelve months of the year



22, The fiast six months of the 10. Everybody should know how
year to read

23. The lnst six months of the 41. Herven in my home
yeor 42, Telling time

24, The Government oslendar 49. Making rope

44. Nnkon Patom Pagoda
45. Care of ohildren
46. Compulsory edueation=good

25. Communications
26. The prosperous farmer

27. proverh: Love your ox and ki adulke ¥
your child 47. Rice Field Crabs
28. Good ssed 48. A Thei story-King Llaksana~—
20. A legendary hero—sin Sa- wong
moot 49. Smallpox
80, Postal savings bank 50. Consequences of evil friends
91 Qur streets 51. Btory of Ramsgien
82, Tubereulosis 52. Postal money orders
83. Perseverapce 69. Wise use of money
94. Proverb: Turning evil to 64. Cholern
good 6. Rivera
85. Clever paople 6fi. A Thai story—Krai Thawng
86. Proverh, Don't buy without 57. Malaria L
close examination §8. Needs of men
87. Siam ond her neighbors 59. A Thai story-Pan Thai
08. King Naresuan Norasing
89. King Chulalongkorn 60. Soy beans

The sctioles aro so graded that the aversge student oan essily read
one during the olags period. In faet, 8 number of the students in the two
pilot projects road two or three ertioles each dsy. The average —student
should take five to six weeks to finish the second reader. At this stege,
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however, he is not sble to read the sversge periodiesl or book mow in print
in Siamese. A body of literature using the voosbulary ‘the pesssnt
understands must next be developed for those who will lesrn to resd in the

eoming eampaigns,

Beeanse of the sctive participation of all the: teachers and school
inspectors dﬁring the Institute, tha two weaks session was, T belisve, better
E&lhgogy and of inestimably more value to each of them than if the time
had bsen consumed meraly in lectures. And, of coanrse, it made it possible
to acsomplish & great deal more writing than wonld heve besn done with
8 small group.

One learns to do by doing, and the constructive oriticism those
teachers gava the lessons in the first hook, as  based on their . daily
experianoce, and the writing of articles for the sesomd book, trained sll
the teachers to conduot the losal sampaigns which they will be oslled upom
to read.  Furthermore, this genaral participation injested & demoorstio
apirit into tho Institubs which, after & day or two of hesitation, ' osught
fire and resulted in & resl fellowship of everyone working together in s
sommon oduse,

I cannot omit the mention of a lovely outdoor reseption givem our
liternoy tenm by the members of the Institute. After s most interesting
Chinese dinner, sn evening of enterteinment, consisting of singing and
olassical dencing, completed the cementing of our hearts into s warm
friendliness. i
(Gradustion st Bangkhen

By February 4, 22 students had finished the first book snd hed been
formally exemined by Mr. Boon Chuey anod were considered eligitle to receive.
diplomas,
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. On February 5, the Bangkhen school grounds were desorsted with the
flags of the United Nations, and tents and besch umbrelles were erected.
The Deputy Minister of Eduoation, Me. Sukit Nimmanhemip, spoke over
the publio address system to the assembles erowd. Then Mrs. Bdwin V.
Stanton, wife of the Upited States Ambassador to Sism, geseiously
presentegd the diplomos to the twenty married women nud two days in the
“gradusfing olass.”  Following the formsl ceremonies, there wns & long
program of Siamese dencing, until night fell, and after derk, the movies
taken of the literaey campnign to dste were shown.

The Bangkhen Pilot Projeet, from beginning to end, wss mesnt to
serve st # model for similar projects thronghout the natign. For, im every
village in Sism, 8 series of eampaigns enn go on, with a graduation
ceremony about once & month, {0 encoursge more and more people to learn
to read. The teachers snd school inspestors who have taken an ctive pard
in this enmpnign will be well equipped to develop nnﬁpnigla in their
villngas.

(One element which was missing from the grodustion ceremony ot
Bangkhen was prosenting the tenchwers with certificntes of patriotie service
for having taught one other person to read. It wus felt by the Direstor of
Adult Eduestion that, since the tenchers in this project were all in the
employ of the government, snch o presentation wonld bave no sigmificance.

However, in every oompaign which must reernit help from all
liternte. persons, a recogwition of Lhis sort is essentinl in liem of payment

for tenching. Presentation of certifieates of service to voluntesrs to teach,
ns well ms of diplomas to the students, must of necessity be a port of
every GAmpsign,



Two of the teachers and their students
at ghe Bangkhen project
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After the gradustion ceremony, the gradustes continued their studics
in the second book, which was still in the making. Those who had not
qualified for their *‘diplomss™ continued studying the first book in
soticipstion of auother graduation, to be held at an eary time, '

Also, 8 new clsss started on the first book. Newspaper reports we
have read, while writing this report in Kornt, state that the classes have
grown considersbly. This illustrates how one well-gouduocted osmpaign will
stimulnte greater interest in those that follow.

With sn able conductor, 6nd sufficient pablicity, 8nd community
osn have & sories of these short projecis, one following right after the
other, each one growing in interest and effectiveness.
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The Second Pilot Literney Project
Jow Haw, Korat
February 11-26

Shortly sfter the oconelusion of the Bangkhen project, our entire
party, along with Mr, Boon Chuey und members of his staff, moved by
train 285 kilometers from Bangkok to Kornt, the capital of the eastern
provinees of Siam.

The firet two or three days after our arrival we oconsulted with a
namber of loeal administrators, ingluding:

Governor (eneral of the Esstern Provinces, Luang Athprakas

Governor of Korat, Khun Boriban Banpotket

Inspector of Sehools of the Enstern Proviness, Kuo Komolmisrs
Everyone wns most happy that the vieinity of Korst had  been chosen for
this pilot project, and throvghout cur stuy there they were most eooperative
and enthusinstie.

The tiny village of Jow Haw, 10 kilometers from Korat, is typieal
of the villages of entern Sinm. The voenbulney of the rural folks living
ot Jaw Haw hos mony words not used by the urban people near Bangkok.
Wa songht to make n set of lessemg in whiovh all the words would be
sommon to hoth the people of Boangkhen nnd of Jow Haw. As these arens
represent fwo exbremes in the speaking dinleets of the Hiamese, lessons
familiar to both should he nsefal in most of Siam,

The Minister of Edueation arrived by train from Bangkok on Thursduy,
Februnry 10, and the nest day, Fridey, the 11 th, was opening day for the
project. In the morning we hod onr first meeting with some 100 sechool
teschers, in the lecture hall of the Girls" Voentionsl ¥chool in Korné, the
Karn Chang Stri.  As in Bangkok, 1 met with these tenchers every morning
during the projeet.

In the afterncon of opening doay there wns u fremendous crowd of
from 5,000 to 8,000 at Jaw Haw. The school grounds were decorated with the
flags of the United Nations, and many Looths and tents were erected to
nocomodate the cuany displays of school products. .

The Minister of Education spoke on the public address system, and
then unveiled the large sign in front of the schoool proclaiming the opening
of the project, ns he had done at Boangkben. A demonstration of tenching
the first lesson wane held inside the sebool, with aboot 50 illiterstes
Prel‘lﬁut.
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Following the class, the boys snd girls of the Korat public school
put on & demonstration of marching and oslisthenies. Cadets of the Air
Corps staged @ tumbling sect, and other students engaged inm Siamese
hoxing. In the evening three portable movie screens showed films to the
orowd, while the teachers staged » play about literacy, written by Dr.
Supoch Khwuan Mitrs of the Army Medieal Corps. All in 8ll, the day was
a tremendous event for the people of Korat snd Jaw Iaw.

The Teachers' I[nstitute at Korat

During the two weeks of the Jaw Haw ¢ampaign, the mornings were
davoted to the lmsiitute, and in the wlternoons each teacher had one illiterate
to teach. Apd, as in Bangkhen, the teachers were trained to tesch the lessons

esch day.

A npumber of words used in Bangkhen proved uniamiliar to the
students at Jaw Haw. Drawing upon the experience of the teachers each day,
these unsstisfsctory words were replsced by common words more universally
known in Biam. Each chars of the entire set of lessons wes carefully scrutinised,
snd, as chenges were recommended, the artists, Mr. Phillip Gray of our
own company, snd Mr. Tasn Thirapichite and Mr. Utit made new charis.

By graduation time at Jaw Haw s completely revised set of charts
had been finished. These charts were photographed, snd the resulting prints
wera oxcellent ecopies from which to print lesson books by the offset method.
Two olfset presses exist in Bangkok. As there are over 326 pistures in the
book, printing on regular presses would require « separste block for each,
besides 8ll the fype to be set. By offset, on the other hand, our book wae
ready to go to press immediately upon our return to Bangkok.

During the Korat lnstitute we completed the seeond book, which was
half finished when we loft Bangkok. As we bad far more articles than we
neoded for $he second book, we decided to siart & newspaper. The first “jssue’’
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was in the form of a ‘“‘wall newspaper.” The teachers had suggested 25 nsmes
for the pawspaper, and ““Good News" was the name that got the highest
vote—certainly a very sppropriate fitle for all new readers.

The teachers contributed upwards of TO articles for the lﬁ-nt issue,
and these were fastened to the wall under the words “Good News," printed
in large letters.

At the conclusion of the Institute, the ariicles were saved, to provide
material for the printing of the newspaper, which we hope will begin without
delay. Buch s newspaper, issued nt least forinightly, it not weekly, is of
utmost importance in conducting a literacy campsign, il the students are to
eontinué to resd regulerly alter the first lew weeks of study.

Articles for this newspaper may be so chosen as to be of lesting
value. Seversl shousand repriots of each lasting article can be made, while
the type is still set. These can then be stored away, arranged by topies.
When enough such reprints are collected on any one subject, they esn be bound
into 8 book. There can thus be one book oo farming, suother on nutrition,
another on ohild cere, eie., published at s frackion of the cost involved it
book writing and newspaper editing were eutirely separste enterprises.

The teschers st the Korat lustitute were encoursged to heve their
school children start similsr wall newspapers. Instesd of writing sssignments
being merely exercises to be seen by the teacher, the students would bave the
satisfaction of sesing their arficles displayed in the wall newspaper. The best
of these srticles, then, conld be sent to Bangkok to the editing office of the
newspaper for new liferateés. Thus, the writing sbility of many students com
be drawn upon, Bnd, over & period of time, numbers of writers of real ability
will be developed in the nations.

A list of the articles for the wall newspaper ‘‘Good News" indicates
the varieby ol subjecte ome esn draw upon when many people contribute their
elforts. Eaeh of the following was written by a different person:
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1. Poem about a Sinmese Heroine
2, Poem-The ecock sets the
exsmple
3. How to inrn chiskens into
o farmstéad
4. Why trading is in the hands
of foreigners
5. Bananas
6, Find profitable hobbies in
your home
7. Bilkworm raising
8. Turn seraps of food into gold
9. Home and sehool
10 Veterdal disenses
11. Leprosy
12. Newspapers
13. Cotton
14. Biamesé New Year
15. With its mouth the kracharh
(a bird) builds its nest
16, Water depends upon thie bonts
17. How to get wway from poverty
18. What is democracy
19. A Sismese Heroine-Lady Mo
20. The more one learns the
mora one Kknows
21. Consequences of gambling
22. Bravery
28. A child's future
24. A fanny sentence in Sigmese
25. Dysentory
26. Division of wealth

21.
25,
28
30,
81,
32,
S
B
45,
6.

o,

38,
34,

41.
42,
43,
.

_llr' .

8.

Mere helieving kills
Epidemics among animals
Radio

Cooperative movenrent

A guide 1o Sinm

Proverba

A Heroine-Pra Suriyothai
The National Flag

Parents tesch their children
Duties and taxes

Pickled prawn (s kind of
glirimp)

Suger cane planving
Potatos raising

» Bansna planting

Etiguette in esting
Keeping up with the world
Preparation of fish ssuace
Btory of the Magic Ring
Going to the fair

. Onts and dogs

Blory-Who's the winoer?
Fable-The cunning owl
Propar distances for planting
Use of manure

Culling rice seeds

Wake up, beloved friends
Good (rees bear good fruit
Truvelling by troin

Mottyes in education
Wonders of the world

The National Emblem
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58. Monthly sslarios and lend A5. Use of the vowal “ai"
products tit. Be not a duek
59. Three ‘¢lusses ‘of men 67. A fowl is besutiful for its

60, How small the werld is

61. The suske ests the turtle f"'th_”"”

62 Guide 1o Kraduny Mountmin (i%. Nothing is better than

6. Good farmers knowledge

G4, Oome and rvead . 3. The Statuc of King Bams V

Vigit by the UNESCO Observors

On February 18, everyone st the Instituie was delighted by the visit
of the UNESCO team, Sir John Bargent and Dr, Pedro T. Orata and his wife,
who made the arduous train trip from Bangkok for a day's observation of the
Korat projeet. They spoke to the teachers in the morning, and in the after—
noon visited the Jaw Haw elass, to see the teacliers in action, cach one teaching
his individual studeut.

Both wen agreed with me, niter seeing illiterates rapidly learning to
read, that the teaching of Biamesc adults is sn wecomplished fact, but that
the development of helpful literature for new literates is hardly begun.
Accordingly, upon their return to Bangkok, they told a reporter for the
Bangkok Post the following:

“Getting uselul, practical rending muterials for Sism's newly
literate adulis will be TNESCO's main project for this country."

The Bangkok FPost article of February 24 gontinues:

“Bir John Sargent and Dr. Pedro Orata, UNESCO edueationnl

experts, have for two weeks been consulting with government officials

and visiting schools in the Bangkhen, Ayudhys and Nakorn Rajsima
(Korat) areas in order to formulate a program.

“T'he two men are nssured of cooperation from the Ministries

of Industry, Agriculture and Public Health in furnishing helpful

reading materials, according to Luang Manit Chumsai, chief of the
Provineial HEducation Division, Ministry of Education.
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“Thus when and if the kingdom's estimated 10 million illit-
orates learn to resd, simple, interesting booklete will he available to
tesch them personal hygiene, essential agricultural practices and
iudusirial aids, it is hoped. Techuical help would also be offered.

“Instruction would he pertinent to the ares, desling, for instance,
in the Northeast with animal husbandry, in the Centra] Provinces
with rico farming, in the North with the tenk indnstry, nnd in the
Sonth with mining, it wag said.

“Both UNEBCO men are enthusiastic over the “Esch One
Teagh One™ literscy lessons devised by Dr. Frank (. Laubach and
now being tested in schools for adults ai Bangkhen and Nakorn
Bajsims (the Jaw Haw project), M.L. Manit said."”
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The Lost Day of the Korat Institate

On the last day of the Tenchers' Institute in Korst, February 26,
we had the bonor of baving with us the Under Secretary of Education, Pro-
feswgr Mom Luang Pin Mslekul, who hed eome up from Bangkok to offiviate
at-the olosiug of the project. Huving only recently remrened from the UNESCO
conference in Buirut, he spoke to the teashers wbout Sinm's responsibility s
& member of UNESCO. He spoke from bis heart, aud everyone loved Wim
wod wdwived him {or the genuine warmbh he felt for his people, and for his
quiet ‘poise wud enthusinsm for the fumfamental education progeam in Siam.

Mo wimplify the process of starting loesl eampoigns similar 1o the
two pilot projects, the teachers were given on this last day 15 speps which
they wnd the Pepariment of Education working tegesher ought to toke in
condueting Boch One Tewoh One cwmpuigns : '

1, The Director of Adult Edueation will notily tenchers snd
school imepectors when loval ewmpsigus will bugin, aud will ‘wppoint
» loeal officer for ewch cumpwign.

2. The local then takes n census of all literabes, wmd gots
‘thelr nomes for progpective teachers.

#. The loeal oflicer also estimntes the number of people who
can’'t read, and dwides how wany can be taught in the first project.

4, The local officor then writes to the Director of Adult
Edueation for lesson books, one for esch prospective student.

5. While awaitiug areival of ghe books, the local wificer does
overything possible to publicize the coming literscy campwigu, with
plucards, papers und speeches.

6, At the opening of the local campaigu the ofiicer stages «
big celebration to get the whole town ecnthusisstic.

7. The local officer ealls u meeting ol the edueated people,
and urges them in & speech to help teach.

8. Volunteer tenchers are requested. Each tescher writes his
own name and the name of the person he wishes to teach.

9. The officer distributes the levson beoks to the volunteers,
and traing them in a demonstration class, so that everyome maey learn
to teach the lessons.

10. Actual ‘‘each ope teach one” may be done st home or
wherever most convenient for temcher and stadent,

11, The looal officer keeps a close reeord of those being teaght
and progress being made.



87

12, At the end of shout 2 weeks the loeal officer arranges fo
examine the stndents, Those who have finished the first text book
then reeeive diplomas at a special graduation program. A prominent
officinl makes a speech, and also presents each temchor with =
certifionte of patriotic serviee. I

18. The new literste then continues to read in the second
reader. This book may be rvead together in a class, with a nomber
of students to one teacher, or individually.

14. Each teacher eneonrnges the new literate to teach the first
book to another illiterate. This is for his own benefit, so he will
not forget, and also for the benefit of the campaign. It will continue
to grow by geometriec progresaion.

15. Repeat the graduation program every two or three weaks,
with a big celebration at esch esremony.

Graduation Ceremonies at Jaw Haw

The afternoon of Februsry 26 the gradustion ceremonies at Jaw Haw
were held. The students were so anxious not to miss their reading lesson,
even on this day, that they first hnd their regular clnes, most of them: by
thie time resding far into the seecond book.

Finally they came oui of the school howse, ond lined up in frowi
of the tent ereeted for the oecasion. The Governmor of the provines spoke
fieate Then the Under Seeretary of Education made s heartfelt speeeh
and presemted the diplomas to the 31 astudents who had finished the
first book. It was » moving experience to see those simple country men snd
women bow low and “‘wai” (put their hands together ss in prayer, after the
Biemese fashion) as they reesived their diplomns from the hand of the high
govermment official. And the round of applause which greeted ench new
uuﬁ\uh indicated that be hed indeed begun his olimb to n new stage of
well-being and fuller participation in the citimenship of his country.

Each teacher wes also given a oertifioste of recogmition and
apprecintion for the patriotio service he or she had performed in teaching sm
illiterate. A night of entertainment for evervone in the commanity, with motion
pictures and s play, completed n literacy project which might well be emulsted
by every Siamese village. ‘



(2

. » ra'wrs 3
- M-*"‘VA ' ? !;;-“
ERRA TR e e T

g F. 0% -*'\‘ i

i a1 )

e G v

L -

The Under Secretary of Education gives a diploma o 8 womnn graduste of

the Jaw Haw }wnjr:vt

A tescher receives his certificste of patriotic service for having taught am illiterate
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Recommendations

Upon our return to Bangkok, I bad a conference with the Minister
of Eduestion, in which he asked me to send him recommendstions econcerning
the conducting of the litersey eampaign in Siam,

The following is from my letter of March 6 to the Minister of
Edueation :

Following our conversation of March 4, T have the honor to recom—
mend that the Department of Edueation print before April 1 two text hooka:

1. The first lesson, 40 pages, exactly like the photographic ssmple
which is being presented for your inspeetion.  The offset press
of the Seventh Day Adventists will print 5000 copies on high
grade paper for 8200 tigsls, a very low price for high grade work.
Another press will make s small echarge for setting up s fow
pages of instructions and the final word list.

The total eosé per book will be under one tieal ($.05).

2. The seeond book of about 76 pages, like the sample presented
for your inspeetion. This ean be printed on the Department's

pressea, I think 5000 copies should oost 10,000 ticals or a
little more.

I also recommend the pnblieation of a four page newspaper, to use
the 915 words used in 'the first two books, and add abont 10 new words on
each page of the newspaper. 1 would have this newspaper instead of a third
text book. 1t could be published weekly at low cost: readers will subgeribe
for it. With this newspaper the new reader can build his reading voeabulary
to 4000 words in one year.

I recommend that the first and second books and the first copy of
the proposed newspaper be given fo all inspestors and teachers whom we have
trained in the Bangkok Teachers' Training Division of the University, and
also to the girls in the Wattana Wittiya Girls' School, whom I have trained.
Also to others who may be trained before April 1.

I recommend that all of these be asked to teach al least one person
during vacation, and to send to the Department of Adult Edusation & written
" report &t the end of the vacation,
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If this pilot experiment with students is successful,
I recomend that ALL stndents over ten yours of age in Sinm
be required to teneh st leesy one illiterste every yesr ss a
conditien for passing examinstions ond reeeiving diplomas.
This to begin in 1950,

After the second sisge with 3000 copies of the lessons
is finished. you will be able to see olearly how 1o open a
oationwide campaign.

The third stage will begn by deelaring war on
illiteragy a& ““enemy number one," snd enlisting every literate
parson 88 & soldier te tesch. one illiterate at the very least

euch yesr.

Budd hist priests should be asked to have schools in
temples, as théy formerly had, but to oontinue them
longer. Al Christien- churches, all Mpslem mosques should
likewise he sshed. The Christinns dre alresdy eager to begin.

AN industrics, ol social orgenimstions, all markets,
oll publie places like stores should he mebilized. Employers
should be required to be respowsibla for their employees
learning.

Every student should be expeoted to subseribe to the
four page newspaper alter Huishing the second heok, #nd it
should be required readimg for new literates,

Sincerely yours.
Frank Taubsch

The Lecture Method vs. the Reading Method in Fundsmentsl Educstion

All during the first two pilot projeets st Bangkhen and Jow Haw, the
illiterates received lestures hy representatives of varions ministries of the
government.  These lectures were ygiven during a second hour just after the
illiteratas had stndied sheir text hooks.



4l

As 1 listened to these lectures through an interpretor,) I fels eager for
the students to have simp's rasamss in print of the moss jmportanttpoints so
thay might get them right, snd 8o that they might read them pver and over
until they reéally know them well, The troubla with talk is that it evaporutes
like smoke, leaving only 8 few 'memories, and those likely to be distorted.
Printed matter, oun the other hund, is there' for reference and is likely to
reiforee what thas been said. _

Oue of sho troubles with the pure lecture ,methed is that after .t-he
legture is finished thore ia oo secarate way to eveluate the material given to
the studonts. If, however, this materinl is pringed, or if a resume is printed,

we have a way of checking. Also, ithe lecturer jwill be better preparod fm.
hig leoture if he bas been compelled to print & resame of it in advanoe.|

I hopo, therefore, thas in fature pro;au;s throughout Siam the lecturer
will pﬂwula the gist of what he is mbout to say, snd have it written in the
vocabulary of the illiterates, for distribution after the lecture. Then if the

Jasturer speaks sbove their heads, us is often the case, they will at least he
ablé to read the main points of what he said,

Lack of Materisls for New Literates

The great lsck of appropriate litersture for adults who are still
semiliterate becomes apphrent 6s soon ne one begins to search for such
material.

With the help of seversl of the teaghers, I found onmly the following
suitable materials:

Several sdult readers prepared by Mr. Boon Chuey
sism and her neighbors, a first reader in geography
First render on morals snd character
First reader on nature and seience
The Klang Niyai Series for ohildren
Aesop’s Fables in two books
Most of these are mennt for children to use in schools, but are of
some value and interest to nduolts.
I resommend that UNESCQO send somebody to Sism to cooperste in
preparing suitnble reading materinls for new literstes.
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Other Resommendstions

I recommend that somebody who osn stay for seversl months be seént
to Siam to develop other aspects of an all-around program for sdults. My
own special field is literacy, snd [ have mo sbility st all in the development
of native industries, but am strengly in favor of them.

I find that Dr. Pendleton, & former missionary, had & good influence
in Sism in introdueing nutritious crops snd in improving methods of sgricul-
ture. Ho was employed by the government.

A very simple mothod of discovering what the lenders in Biam would
welcome, would he to show them a book like the ‘‘Dictionary of Oooupational
Titles,”” Published hy the U.B. Ihpnrtmnt of Labor, and sek these leaders
to check what in their judgement is needed most in Shm. and then sheok
their judgement with specialists in those fields.

One of the misfortunes of Siam is so much absentee landlordism in
the eentral and southern areas, Perhaps UNESCO conld study its effeots and
oure. ;

Alphsbet Reforms

Some reforms should be made in the Binmese alphabet. The present
Premior, when in power & few vesrs ngo, reduced the number of letters. Sinee
the war all newspapers and magazines snd books have gome back to the old
spelling 1 favor his reforms, but would go further.

As & very rocent learner of the Simmeso nlphabet, [ think the total
marks present the grestest difficuliy, and could be reformed with the leust
trouble. T osnnot comprehend how anything so easy could have been made
so hord. If reformed, they could be learned by an illiterate in ten minutes,
by some in one minute.

In the texb of this report | showed the difficulties.  There is u good
way to effeot this reform. It is &0 plece on the typewriter and om the
printing font four new marks, whieh I will indicate for your eomprehension
with Roman letters.

kn the common tonv, would have no mark

ks would indieste low tone or deep tone

ka, would indicate drop tone (falling voice)

ka would indiesate high or seute fone

ka’ would indieate rising tone

There would not be any “‘classcs” of lebtars, for every letter would he

srunted the sume way. They could be learned in two minntes, beeause vioh
mnurk i 8 pieture of what the voise does-*"low, high, rising, falling.”
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The present mothod of marking the h;uas I have not lesrned in two
months, though I think I understand it. [If requires memorizing shree groups
of letters, sud then memorizing several fscts shout them. When you give the
tone you have to remember three thinge:

what elass it is
what conzonant follows it, if any-and what olass that consonsnt is

whether there is the consonss “*h" in front of it
I repest, [ never saw anything so easy made so hard anywhere in the
world, exoepting in the English language, where we have such 8 orasy spel-

ling and pronunciation as this:
maath gront oreate read (past tense, present tense)

If you said *‘reforms should hegin at home,” what could 1 reply ?}
{ oan't blame the Bismese if fhey refuse to reform their spelling, but
| can say they are as foolish ws we are in English if they don’t reform.

Respeotfully submitted,
. /' ;’:!J:/ "‘f.' z’;’f n':'/
Frank C. Laubach

Banghok, Stam
Maragh 10, 1949

- -
QA TITNADTAM
WA PryvAwIAZ 8N ;S0

N wdéle



| N—_— & ety .’."—.-r-—.e'f;?-gfl;_ Y .
‘h ".:; it = L a’l:"l‘__:':.'.{j.lJ

o -

L] B

-qh '\_-‘i
.y
e L L _Tal

= WA b R ] - Q=T Al Attt "]' ] lﬂ]ﬂl'
2 -l ¥ e A . T “:&“" &
[ Tag— 3 aerrr -y o i =T -!--'Iilﬁl‘lﬂ-i'

= L —— 11{-4.__ - ¥ .
wan " - = d e S e _—.‘-;....._‘..mn-i-—gzih.l-"

L i . R B e = | m
SR s A e eSS L R A
o e g o IS smy ars ‘-'H"P"W

MR <

TR LI e e e | RN -
o WY Y b ] — ‘W%Mmﬁ'ﬂz -

Lol ppac Tome ooy oy T etem s Epnas el s
L Maeamaty ey T, s Seed e HF- I ﬂ-wmm

-
L3
P o
I . ) -
e s .
. = =l & - 1-‘ll'- - =











