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On'c':*e-"thér:e"-* ;was-ra very rich king. His name was
Midas. He was leader of a rich country. In his palace |

there were many dancers, singers, actors, and writers. i

But they did not make him happy.







He kept all his gold in a dark strong* room. And he
went to this dark strong room every day to count his

gold.
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One day a young man came to see him. The rich

king was counting his gold coins. “I am here to give you
a wish*,’” said the young visitor. “What is your wish?

Teli me.”




“This is my wish. Everything | touch will become
gold,” King Midas answered quickly. The visitor smiled

and said, “You will have your wish.” Then he went away.




King Midas did not believe the young visitor. “‘l don’t
believe him,” he said to himself. Then he walked.out
into the garden. There were_ roses in every colour. The
rich ruler of the land stopped to smell a pink rose. Then

hé touched its soft petals*.




Then his eyes opened wide. The beautiful pink flower

was quickly becoming gold. It was shining and it was

hard*. The King was very glad.
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“l must go and tell my darling daughter. But first |
must put these gold roses in my dark room. There are many

robbers.”’
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~ So King Midas entered the palace. The princess was

reading a book. Her teacher was listening to her. She was

a good learner.
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