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The Little Match Girl

It was Christmas Eve.

The people were celebrating Christmas.

They all were very happy,
except this little match girl.

In the cold and the snow,
the little match girfl walked on and on.

She wanted 1o sell her matches.
“Matches, matches.
Please buy a match,” she called.
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But

The
She
She

“Oh,

no onc wanted her matches.
little match girl was very cold
was tired and hungry.

couldnt take another step.

dear Lord, I'm so hungry.

I'm so cold.”

And as she praved,
she fell down right there.



The sky was very dark that night

The little match girl lit one match.
She saw plenty of food.
She lit a second match.

This time she saw a beautiful Christmas tree.



Then she 1it the third match.

And now she saw her grandmother.

Her grandmother opened her arms,
“Oh, little one,
Grandma is here.

From now on Grandma will stay
with you forever,”
said her grandmother.



In the morming
the little match girl's body
was lying in the snow.

She was gone forever.

Her eyes were closed
but there was a smile on her

mouth.



The Starfish

Omne dark might,
a herd ol elephants was oul walking.

One little baby clephant

looked up at the sky and said,
“T want to go up fto the sky
to pet a star.”

All of the elephants agreed.



They tried to think of a way to do il

The baby elephant said,
“T've got ii! Follow me.

Let's go to that high cliff.”

Now lhe elephants were at the high cliff
by the seca.

“We have (o climb up on top of cach ather,
and then we can reach the star,”
said the baby elephant.



So they climbed up on each other’s backs.

Now the baby elephant
was at the very top.

She reached out with her trunk
and touched a slar.

“Look! Look! I've got a star,”
cried the baby elephant.

But then, the star slipped out
of the clephant’s trunk.



It [ell into the sea.

"Oh my! Oh no! | dropped itt”

In the sca,
a fish was swimming by the star.

The fish swallowed up the star.
So the fish became a starfish.

There have been starfish cver since then.



The Goat and the Wolf

A long time ago
there was a mother goat.

She had three kids.

One day the mother goal said,
“Children,
I'm going out and looking for lood.

You stay home and wait for me.”
When the mother goal returned,

she couldn't find her kids.
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Then she ran 10 the wolf's house and yelled,
“Wolf, you ate my kids, didn't yvou?”

The wolf showed his face and laughed,
"Hal Ha! Ha! Yes, 1t was me.

I ate all three of them.”
The mother goat was very angry.

she shouled,
“Fine! Then tomorrow we will fight”

“Hal Ha! Hal
sure, let's fight tomorrow,” the wolf said.

11



The mother goat went
10 the blacksmith and said,
“Please sharpen my homs for me.

Here is a bowl of milk for you”

The blacksmith said,
“All right, I'll help vou.”

Now the mother goat had very sharp horns.
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The wolf went to the blacksmith’s house.

He said, “Please sharpen my teeth.
And here is somec food for youw”

The blacksmith saw stones in the bag.
“This wolf tricked me,” he thought

Then he pulled out all the wolf's teeth
and said, “There you are.

All sharpened for you”

13



The nexl moming, in the fight,
the wolf could not bite the goat.

"Oh! What happened to my teeth?
Oh no!” he cried.

S50 1t was the goat
that killed the wolf by her sharp homs.

The bad wolt was dead.



Tiddalik, the Giant Frog

Tiddalik was a giant frog.

He was a very thirsty frog as well

One day Tiddalik drank all of the water
in the pond nearby.

“That was very nice water,”
said Tiddalik,

Tiddalik was still (hirsty.

He drank up the water in all of the ponds.
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The next day
Tiddalik came (0 a very big lake.

He drank and drank until the lake was dry.

“That lake water was so cool and sweet,”
said Tiddahk.

Tiddalik drank all ol the water in all
of the ponds and lakes and rivers.

Now all that was lefll was the water
in the ocean.

£



The other animals had no water to drink.

They began to die of thirst

An clephant, a duck, a hen, a pig
and an eel had a meeting
to decide what to do.

The clephant said,
“Should we kill Tiddalik?

Then all the water he drank
will flow back out of him.”

7



The pig said,
“So who is going to kill Tiddalik?"

All of the animals were quiet.

Everyone knew thal
Tiddalik had magic power.

No onc could kill him.

The eel thought about it, then said,
"M help wvou out ol this.

I'll do a crazy dance.

18



Tiddalik won't be able to stop laughing.

Just you wait and see.”

The eel did as he said.

“Here, Tiddalik, watch me.

I'm going to do a dance for you.”

The eel danced and danced and danced.
Tiddalik opened his mouth

and laughed and laughed and laughed.

1%



All of the water came f{lowing oul
Itom Tiddalik’s mouth.

It flowed into the ponds
and lakes and rivers.

The ponds and lakes and rivers
were full just like before.

20



King Mustapha

King Mustapha was very rich
and very happy.

One day King Mustapha looked at
the full moon and thought,
“The moon is so beautiful.

It would be so nice to walk on the moon.

The king said,
“Soldiers, go and cut trees to make
a thousand boxes.”

21



The soldiers asked,
“What are ‘those boxes for,
Your Majesty?”

“I will use the boxes to bwld steps up
to the moon.

Then 1 will climb the steps up to the moon,”
answered the King.

The soldiers were very surprised.

They didn’t like his idea at all

22



But they said,
“Oh, Your Majesty, what a good ideal”

All 1rees were chopped down
onec by one (0 make boxes.

Now there were no trees lell
in the whole kingdom.

The king built his steps
and went higher and higher.
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The king yelled down,
“Cut down one more.

Make one more box.
I'm going to reach the moon.”

The soldiers said,
“There aren’t any more Irees.

We've cul down every tree in the Kingdom,
Your Majesty.”

24



“What? No more trees?

You are so stupid!

Just take the box at the botlom therc
and throw it up here”

The soldiers were surprised
by the king's order,

But they did as the King said.

“Yes, Your Majesty.”

25



When the soldiers pulled
the bottom box out,
the other boxes could nol stay up.

The bhoxes and the king
came tumbling back down to the earth.

After that the king never tried
lo walk on the moon again.
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The Milky Way

A long ume ago
there was the Sun God.

He had a beautiful daughter named Easta.

One day the Harvest God kidnapped her
and put her in a dark cave.

“Let me go! Let me out of this dark cave.”
cried Easta

The Sun God wanted Scarface to go
and help his daughter.
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Scarface was a handsome young brave.

"Scarface, you go o the dark cave
and bring my  daughter back.

Here 1s a canoe for you,”
said the Sun God.

‘T will do as you wish”
said Scarface.

S0 he went in the canoe through the heavens.
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Finally he reached the dark cave
at the top of the mountain.

“Help me! Please get me out of here,”
cried Easta.

Scarface heard her cry
and (ried to save her.

Scarface saw the Harvest God
sitting at the mouth of the cave.

Easta was there too.

27



There was a big [ight.

Scarface won at last.

“Thank you for saving my life,”
said Easta.

The Sun God came to Scarface and said,
“You are a brave man, Scarface.

This 1s the magic path
that will lead wou o the world of men.

30



Look at this,

This is the seed of the Harvest God.

Take i1 down to the earth.

There. vou shall be the leader of a brave tribe.”
Scarface followed this magic path to the earth.
He became the leader of a great and clever tribe.
And this magic path has been called

“The Milky Way" ever since then
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The Big Fish

Fns

Long ago, there lived a fish in a river.

L was a very big [fish.

“Look at me,” said the big fish,
"I am not like you other fish.

I am big and I am beautiful 100.”

The big fish jumped in and out
of the water (o show off his beauty.

The other little fish saw him
and became annoyed.
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One little fish said,
“Even though you are big and beautiful,
I stll dont lLike you.”

Another fish said,

“If you think you're so greal,

why don't vou swim out to the ocean,
and there, live with those big fish?”

The big fish said,
“What a good ideal”
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But when the big lish swam out
o the ocean, he began to feel uncasy.

*My! Oh my!

The ocean is too big”
he thought.

The big fish swam around.

“Oh! What? What's that?" he cried.
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The big fish saw the big big fish
in the ocean.

He was really scared.

The sky was getting very dark,

The big fish could stand it no longer.
He swam back to the river.

When the little fish saw him, they asked,
“Hey, what are you doing back here?"
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The big fish answered,
"1 cant live in the ocean.

How c¢an a river fish go
and live in the ocean anyway?

| promise that I will be vour good friend.”

From that day the big fish
and all other fish lived
in the river happily.
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The Clever Rabbit

In the jungle,
there lived an old man and an old woman.

They planted rice and vegetables.

One day the old woman
went oul lfor some bananas.

She brought a basket with her.

"Oh!l What big bananas!”
she said.
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She cut down two bunches
and put them in her basket.

Then she carried the basket on her head
and went back home.

A rabbit saw the old woman
and her bananas.

He became so hungry.

“How can 1 get thosc bananas?”
the rabbit thought and said to himself,
“I've got it. T'll eat those bananas lor sure.”
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Then the rabbit ran ahead
and pretended that he was dead.

When the old woman came along the road,
she saw the rabbit and said,
"Oh, & dead rabbil.

This will be a good dinner.”
Then she put the rabbit in her basket.
As for the rabbit, he sat in the basket

and ate all the bananas.
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When the old woman got home,
she put her basket down.

The rabbit jumped oul
and ran away.

"Bye-bye, Grandmal

Thank you for the bananas,”
said the rabbit,



The Rainbow

Once upon a time
the Rain God had a son.

His name was Rainbow.

The Rainbow God was
a very handsome young man.

But he was sellish.
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During the rainy scason,
the Rain God made it rain on the ecarth.

The people planted rice.

The amimals were happy.

The trees were green and beautiful
The people liked the Rain God.

“Thank you. Rain God, thank you
for giving us the rain” said the people.
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The Rainbow God was angry.

He said, “No one sees that | am important.
I'm going to teach the people a lesson”

The Rainbow God tumed himsell
mio a rambow.

He carried the rain on his back.
So the rain could not fall

“What has happened?” asked the people.
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The rain cannot recach the earth.

There was no rain and no water,
“Why is this rainbow covering the carth?”

The people decided to build
a huge flire under the rainbow.

They danced around the fire.

They shouted,
"Rainbow! Rainbow! Go away!l”



The Rainbow God became very hot.

He had to move out of the rain.

Then the rain was able to fall to
the carth again.

And ever since then,
the rain has fallen during the rainy seasom.
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The White Elephant

Sankha and his wile
lived in a King's palacc.

They both took care of the king's garden.
One night Sankha could not sleep.

As he sat looking out of the window,
he saw a white elephant eating the grass.
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Sankha thought,
"This must be Indra’'s white elephani.

My mother once (old me abour iv”
Sankha ran outside to get a closer look.

He thought,
“It wounld be great if T could follow
the elephant up to the hcaven.”

When morning came,
lhe elephant began to fly back to the heaven.
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Sankha grabbed the eiephant’s tail.

The elephant pulled him along.
Sankha saw the wonderful heaven.

When the elephant came to the king's parden,
Sankha came back too,

He (old his wife all about it.

“This 1s a flower [rom the heaven,”
he said.
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His wife showed the flower to her neighbors
and told them all about it

“Take us 1o the heaven, too, please,”
they asked.
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The next momning, they all followed
the whilte elephant to the heaven again.

Sankha grabbed (he elephant’s tal
[Tis wile held on to Sankha's ankles.

Each neighbor held on to the ankles
of the person in front.

Now there was a long chain
of people in the sky.
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As they wenl up, the last man
in the chain called up 10 Sankha,
“How big is the fruit in the heaven?”

Sankha said, “The fruit is this big.”
As he said, he showed his hands to others.
Of course Sankha let go of the clephant's tail

He began to fall, and so did everyone else.

a1
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